BECOME THE ULTIMATE BLOG
SEO EXPERT & GET'MORE TRAFFIC!
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Introduction

A lot people seem to think you can just put up a blog and start posting and
traffic will flood in without any marketing whatsoever. Unfortunately, this is

rarely ever the case.

You don’'t need to have some big-shot budget and spend money on traffic,
however. As long as you're setting your blog up for success right from the
beginning (or at least implementing a good SEO plan at some point) you

won’t need to spend any money on marketing to get traffic.

For most blogs, the bulk of their traffic does come from SEO, at least at
first. Sure, you may have incoming links and word of mouth marketing at
some point, but in the beginning, you'll be relying on good old Google and

other search engines for traffic.
Don’t be tempted to think you can use the built-in SEO features of your
blog, because they aren’t enough! If they were, everyone would be getting

plenty of search engine traffic to their blogs, and clearly that isn’t the case.

A lot has changed in SEO in recent years, so it's time to jump on board

and ride the wave of the next generation in blog SEO.

Let's get started!
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Blog SEO Don’ts

Okay, forget everything you thought you knew about SEO. Whatever
you've heard probably doesn’t apply anymore, anyway. All that stuff about
carefully choosing keywords and repeating them in heading tags and
such? That's old news. Using article marketing? Practically useless for

SEO, and could even harm you.

I's a new era in SEO, and there are so many ways that used to work that
can actually get you penalized now. So before we get started on the things

you should do, you’re going to learn things you should never do.

Article Marketing

This is still being passed around some circles as a valid way to build links,

and it's not a good idea!

You could use it on a limited basis to get direct traffic from those few
places that still get some organic traffic, but please don't use this for SEO
purposes! This could get you penalized, because most article directories
are now considered “low quality” sites and those links could do more harm

than good.

Link Building & Exchanges
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No. Just... no. Don't do it! Never go out and randomly spam a link to your
site in blog comments, on free-for-all link pages, or other potentially low

guality sites. Never get a link just for the sake of having a link!

And never, ever even think about doing link exchanges for the purpose of
building PageRank. And especially don’t think about buying them! This will

do way more harm than good!

The best links are organic links you get from users who genuinely like your

content. These should be one way links, not exchanges!

Thin Content

Once upon a time, the best way to get a lot of search engine traffic was to
pay for tons of cheap, low-quality content and add tons of keywords to it.

There were a number of ways to do this.

* Buying PLR articles and “spinning” them with automated software
* Using unedited PLR

» Outsourcing cheap content from non-English speakers

Search engines are smarter than ever, and they can recognize spun and
low-quality content. They don'’t like super short articles. They don'’t like to
see the same keywords repeated over and over. They don’t like to see
content that is too similar to other content, even if it's been spun. And they

don't like seeing content full of grammar and spelling mistakes.
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It's important for your blog to have quality, long-form content not only for
the benefit of your users, but so search engines see you having unique,

well-written content, which is what their users want.

Automation in Social Networking

Automation used to be the “in” thing for social networking, because it let
you set a bunch of content or posts in a queue and you could just forget
about it and let it do its thing.

That is no longer as beneficial as it once was. Not only can users tell your
content is automated, but the search engines pay attention to
“‘engagement”. If you and others aren’t liking, sharing, commenting, etc.,

then your posts are useless as far as SEO.

Keyword Research

Okay, keyword research is still helpful to a certain extent. Yes, you should
use keywords in your writing. However, don't sprinkle keywords throughout
your content just because you think it will help, because it won't. If you
repeat keywords you sacrifice readability, and search engines don't like
that.
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Page Load Time

One of the most important factors in SEO in 2014 and beyond is load time.
Too many sites take far too long to load, which severely impacts viewer
satisfaction. Since Google and other search engines want to give their
users the best possible experience, they want to present fast loading

pages.

True, it's not one of the most important factors in SEO. But it is a factor

that is often overlooked and definitely does make a difference in rankings.
There is a plugin you can use to create static HTML pages from the posts
on your WordPress blog. This cuts down on loading time, because PHP

and MySQL are not required each time the page is loaded.

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-fastest-cache/

This is the best page cache plugin, because it works great right out of the

box and it will even modify your .htaccess file for you.

You can also use the Minify plugin to compress JS and CSS files:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-minify/

And this plugin will automatically reduce image file sizes:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/cw-image-optimizer/
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These plugins are free, and they are definitely worth installing. They will

also reduce your server load and bandwidth, saving you money over time.

You can also reduce page load time by reducing the use of images on your
blog, using only those that are necessary. Don't use a bunch of ad
graphics just for the heck of it. Make sure they convert by testing and
tracking. And don’t just throw random photos into your articles to make

them look pretty. Make sure each image you use is truly relevant.
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Related Posts

If you've been to many blogs or websites, you've undoubtedly seen the
“related posts” section. This section links to other relevant articles on the
same basic topic, making it easy for you to find more content you might be

interested in based on what you just read.

This feature is also great for SEO, because if offers more links to your
content, which is extremely beneficial. Search engines thrive on links, and
if you don’t have plenty of links to your content internally, it will be difficult
for crawlers to find all of it.

Here are some “related posts” plugins you can try:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/yet-another-related-posts-plugin/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-23-related-posts-plugin/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/related-posts/

>> http://www.outbrain.com (This is not for SEO purposes, but this service

will allow you to “exchange” content links for more traffic from related

sites.)
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Pagination

Pagination. Many people don’'t even know what that word means, but if you

see it, you'll almost certainly recognize it.

Goo00000000gle >

Y 23 4:5 8 0 8 330 ext

Ever see the image above? It's the pagination used on the Google

website. It shows you links to the next ten pages of content.

Pagination is important for a blog, because it helps with organizing content
and archiving it. If you've ever been to a blog that doesn’t paginate their
content, you'll understand its importance, because you’ll have dozens or
even hundreds of posts on the same page that you must scroll through on
a single page. This hurts load times drastically, in addition to making it

hard to find content.

When you use pagination correctly, it will make your blog have a great
crawl depth, which means search engines will be able to find your content
easier and helps the PageRank distribute through your site.

You can use a pagination plugin to help you:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-paginate/
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>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-pagination/
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SEO Plugins

So, by now just about everyone knows the importance of using a good
SEO plugin, but with so many choices, it can understandably be frustrating

trying to choose one.

One of the most important benefits of using one of these plugins is
because they allow you to use a different title tag than your actual article
title. By default, WordPress just takes whatever the title of your article
(post) is and inserts it as your title tag for SEO purposes, but this is a
waste. Instead, it's a good idea to use a different keyword phrase in each
one, varying the two titles slightly in order to increase your chances of

ranking for more searches.

>> https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/seo/

>> http://urbangiraffe.com/plugins/headspace?2/

Note: Please do not attempt to use multiple SEO plugins on a single
WordPress installation! They will more than likely interfere with each other

and potentially damage your SEQO!

Be sure you read the plugin’s configuration instructions before you get

started to ensure you’re using it correctly.
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Social Sharing Buttons

Did you know that social sharing buttons aren’t just great for getting you
direct traffic from social sites, but they are also great for SEO, because it
helps your content get found faster by web crawlers, thus getting you
indexed faster.

Plus, it is well-known that Google is currently using information from social
networks to impact rankings. It's not known exactly how much weight those

social factors are given, but they are definitely a ranking factor to consider.

Here is a neat plugin that will make it easy to put social share buttons on

your site for the most popular social networks:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/sharebar/

This particular bar does not include Google+ or Pinterest, so you might

want to use another plugin to handle those.

Here is one that includes Facebook, twitter, Google+ and Pinterest.

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-social-buttons/
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Category Use

A large number of bloggers don’t user categories correctly, and they end
up spoiling either SEO, user experience, or both. Never create a ton of

categories just for keyword purposes, because it will kill user experience.

Most blogs only need 10-15 categories at most. The only time you'd need
more than this would be if your blog is extremely broad in concept and you
need categories for a wide range of topics. However, we all know that it is

notoriously difficult to rank well with a broad site, anyway.

Select only one category for each post you make. You don’t want to risk
getting penalized for duplicate content, which can happen if you add your
content to more than one category, so be sure you choose only the most

relevant category for a post.

Did you know you can add content to category pages, too? Instead of
having only a long list of posts within that category, you can have a unique
page as the base of the category.

This plugin will let you do that:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-custom-category-pages/
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Conclusion

Blog SEO doesn't have to be difficult or time consuming. The truth is, most
of it comes down to adding a few key plugins and being sure you're using

them correctly.

If you think about it, it's mostly common sense. Search engines want to
provide the best possible user experience, and if your site doesn’t provide
that (because it's slow, has poor content, has bad organization, etc.) then

you aren’t likely to rank well.

Blog SEO is about so much more than keyword research and having a lot
of content. It's a detailed dance that requires a little special attention.
Fortunately, it's not particularly difficult. As long as you follow the simple

steps laid out in this guide, you'll be well on your way to ranking well.
Remember, rankings won’t happen overnight. You may not see results for
several weeks, possibly even months if you have been hit with penalties.

(And you may not even realize you've been penalized.)

But if you keep plugging away and using these tips, you will improve your

rankings and be on your way to getting a lot more traffic.

Best of luck!
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Resources

Here are some resources you may find helpful for your blog SEO:

WordPress Tutorials:

>> http://tutorialmixer.com/

WordPress Plugins:

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-fastest-cache/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-minify/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/cw-image-optimizer/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/yet-another-related-posts-plugin/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-23-related-posts-plugin/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/related-posts/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-paginate/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-pagination/

>> https://yoast.com/wordpress/plugins/seo/
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>> http://urbangiraffe.com/plugins/headspace?2/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/sharebar/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-social-buttons/

>> https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-custom-category-pages/

>> http://www.outbrain.com
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